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Slaves Picking Cotton 

on a Mississippi Plantation 



Slaves Using the Cotton Gin 



Value of Cotton Exports  

As % of All US Exports 



King Cotton’s Problem 

• What is the problem with a Southern 
Economy based around King Cotton? 





Slave Auction Notice, 1823 



Slave Auction:  Charleston, 
SC-1856 



Slave Master 
Brands 

Slave Accoutrements 

Slave muzzle 



Slave tag, SC 

Slave Accoutrements 

Slave leg irons 

Slave shoes 





A Real Georgia Plantation 



Tara – Plantation Reality or 

Myth? 

Hollywood’s Version? 



The Southern “Belle” 



Slaves posing 
in front of 

their cabin on 
a Southern 
plantation. 



A Slave Family 



A Real “Mammie” & Her 

Charge 



Slave Family Issues 

• The most pressing issue was dealing with 
separation, which happened frequently 

• Many families still raised children in two 
parent homes 

• Religion was a blend of Christianity and 
African culture. 


