
The Road To World 

War II 



Isolationism 

ÉThe U.S. wanted no part of world 
affairs that would lead them to war 
after WWI.  

ÉA period of disarmament (downsizing 
the military) was called for by many 
nations, in hopes of preventing 
future wars.  

ÉThis was followed for short time, but 
soon abandoned by most nations.  



War Debts  

ÉThe Allies owed money to the U.S. 
from money lent during WWI  

ÉThe only way to pay back the debt 
was to collect from Germany  

ÉGermany printed paper money to 
pay off the debt, thus destroying 
their economy.  

ÉThe German people become bitter 
and angry towards the Allies and 
U.S.  



Rise of Militarism 

ÉMany countries in Europe after WWI 
were devastated by the War and the 
global depression.  

ÉThis paves the way for a takeover by 
militaristic, totalitarian dictators in 
many of Europeôs nations. 



Benito Mussolini 

ÉBenito Mussolini took control of Italy 
in 1922.  

ÉHe set up a fascist state, a military 
dominated government that controls 
all aspects of society.  

ÉHe became a ruthless dictator, 
arresting and killing those who 
opposed fascism.  

 


