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THE SLAVE POPULATION, 1820

Each dot represents 200 slaves.
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Consider where the largest populations of slaves were clustered in the South in 1820.
Why were most slaves clustered in these regions of the South and not in others?
What were the limitations on the spread of slavery? How was the experience of
plantation slavery different for men and women?

whipped or even killed for their disobedience. Some seduced their master
away from his wife. Others killed their babies rather than see them grow up

in slavery.

FORGING A SLAVE COMMUNITY To generalize about slavery is to
miss elements of diversity from place to place and time to time. The experi-
ence was as varied as people are. Enslaved African Americans were victims,
but to stop at so obvious a perception would be to miss an important story
of endurance and achievement. If ever there was an effective melting pot in
American history, it may have been that in which Africans with a variety of
ethnic, linguistic, and tribal origins fused to form a new community and a
new culture as African Americans. Slave culture incorporated many African



